School District Classification of Urban, Suburban, Rural Status

The National Center for Education Statistics classifies an educational agency's (district) service area as follows:

1) Central city of an MSA (Urban)
2) Serves an MSA by not primarily its central city (Suburban)
3) Does not serve an MSA. (Rural)

A county is designated an MSA if it has (a) one or more Urban Areas (a city and its surrounding densely settled territory
with a combined population of 50,000 or more and a population density of 1,000 people or more per square mile) and a
total population exceeding 100,000; or (b) one city with at least 50,000 people. Counties not designated MSA are
considered rural.

Those districts that serve an MSA, then, are designated as either urban or suburban, while areas not serving an MSA are

rural. School size is not as important a factor as proximity to a metro area using this designation.
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